Entanglement of guide wires by vena cava filters during central venous catheter insertion: report of three cases and a review of the literature.
Since 1993, 14 cases of central line guide wires becoming entangled with vena cava filters have been reported. We present three additional cases and review the 14 cases in the literature. Obtaining a detailed patient history is important in identifying patients with a vena cava filter. A low threshold of suspicion is needed and immediate radiograph obtained. Entangled guide wires required fluoroscopic manipulation and or retrieval of the dislodged filter. Of all reported cases, only one sustained an arrhythmia. With no signs and symptoms, conservative management of the dislodged filter is a viable option.